
Introduction 
The Bible has many names for our enemy:  Satan, The Devil, and the Adversary. 
It is important to understand where this understanding is rooted. In the Old 
Testament the reference to “Satan” or “The Satan” happens between 18 times. (LXX 
to Hebrew Old Testament) The word itself means “the accuser” or accuser. It is not 
always used of an individual and it is not always used of an enemy to God.  In most 
cases “satan” simply means one who opposes.  Some examples are:   !

• (Rezon is the Adversary) 1 Kings 11:23,25, 
• (Angel of the LORD) Numbers 22:22, 32 
• (Could be Satan or God) 1 Chronicles 21:1 
• (Potential Accuser) Zechariah 3:1-2  !

It is in Job – the oldest of our recorded Scriptural texts save the Psalms - that an 
individual “adversary” begins to really surface.  The relationship between “The 
Adversary” and God is one of subservience.  The Adversary is answerable to God, but 
he is not an adversary to God. His opposition is to Job.  The Adversary in the OT is 
one who accuses people before God.  Also, we find that the Adversary and any other 
spirits- good or “evil”- are under the authority of God and do his bidding.   !
Historically there is a window of time between the last prophet of the Old 
Testament and the birth of Jesus Christ that is considered significant in the 
development of the Doctrine of Satan. Instead of identifying only a semblance or 
idea of an accuser, Satan comes to be understood as both a Title and Proper name.  
During this time,  “Satan” becomes understood as the serpent of the Garden and a 
once highly honored member of God’s holy council whose arrogance and desire 
caused him to be cast from God’s presence to the earth where he is understood to 
be the enemy of the Israel and God alike. He is seen as the source of the world’s 
frustration.  He is supported by minions – fallen angels- who have been given the 
reign of the earth to complicate life overall.  !
Also, it is during this time with the translation of OT from Hebrew into Greek that we 
are introduced to “diabolos” or the “the devil”.   In the same way “Satan” means 
accuser, Devil bears the name of an evil accuser, slanderer, etc.  Also, Satan is 
partnered with “fallen angels.” These angels are actually understood to be evil 
spirits, false deities, etc. Like their ringleader, the demons are bent of destruction of 
the human race. Many diseases, hardships, and difficulties are associated with their 
work. Satan and demons alike are still subject to God, though they are given 
authority on earth to tempt or test people until God sets all things right at the 
judgment. !
By the time of Jesus’ earthly ministry, the Devil has become known as the primary 
opponent of God and his people.  The NT has other names or references to the Devil 



as well:  Beliar, Beelzebul, The Adversary, the Dragon, the Enemy, The Serpent, The 
Tester, and the Wicked One.   He is identified by Jesus as the “ruler of the 
world” (Matt. 4:8-9; 1 John 5:19), the chief of a host of wicked spirits (Matt. 25:45; 
Eph. 6:12).  Lastly, the Devil and his demons are said to control some foreign 
nations/authorities who oppose God’s people.  !
Finally, the Disciples explain that much of what is fought against and opposed in 
the daily Christian walk is rooted in their opponent Satan.  He wants to destroy 
them.  He wants them to be duped into thinking that he doesn’t care.  He wants 
them to believe that he is harmless, not even worth their time.  He also wants them 
to be terribly afraid of him. He wants nothing less than for Christians to fear his 
attack around every corner.  He wants them to live in a constant state of fear.   !
But this is not the message they wanted them to focus on, nor is it ours.  Instead, 
while we are called to be aware of the enemy, we are not to fear him- for he has 
been defeated.  However, he’s still fighting.  If we are to be fully victorious and to live 
the life Christ intended then we must go to the Scriptures and learn of our enemy.   
 !
The Bible tells us that our enemy is: 
Dangerous  
1 Peter 5:8-9, NIV 2011 8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm 
in the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the world is 
undergoing the same kind of sufferings. !
Do you believe that he “prowls around” like a lion looking to devour you? 
Do you believe you can defeat him?  Does it look like it?  !
Peter calls for those reading this letter  - or more likely listening to it as a sermon 
before being baptized – to be alert and of sober mind.   This seems to be the idea of 
knowing what’s going on around you.  Today there is just as much opposition from 
Satan as there was in the first century. We must be aware of what is happening.  I 
overheard a brother at Men’s breakfast last week talking about how his youngest 
daughter – preteen, had come home the week before with an assignment from her 
teacher. As his daughter described the assignment, he became aware of the fact that 
the assignment for his daughter involved her learning how to begin and/or 
participate in a séance.   
After finding this out, the man called the school, spoke with the teacher and 
informed her that she had no right to open that door to his daughter. Thank God for 
a man who was alert and of sober mind.  !
But this happens all the time: 



1. People introducing occult practices to children through “harmless” board 
games that can be found in nearly every store that carries children’s games 

2. Music that peeks the interest of people with it’s edgy lyrics or clever titles, 
only to swing open the door to the enemy in ways that no one ever imagined. 

3. “enlightened thinking” that shows up on bumper stickers, movies on Netflix, 
and numerous voices on youtube !

In these passages we are reminded of what is really the root of our enemy’s 
purpose:  to destroy all God has done and seeks to do.  Likely a letter written to new 
believers preparing for baptism, Peter tells these believers to be alert and sober 
mind. It is not the moments of clarity and trust that he attacks, it is when we our 
minds are jumbled up with living.  It is when we have gotten comfortable with our 
lives and we need to wake up.  It is when we think that nothing is wrong, that he 
typically shows up and causes the most trouble.   !
2 Corinthians 4:4, NIV 20114 The god of this age has blinded the minds of 
unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God. !
For Paul, the message of Jesus has been blinded to the minds of those who would 
not accept Jesus.  Paul makes it clear that the problem lies with the god of this age 
whose darkness has blinded believers.  It is the glory of Christ they miss, who is 
literally God.  That is what the “image of God” would mean in this context.  Paul 
didn't’ see the “image” as something that lost its value or quality of self like a 
contemporary photograph or painting.  It is not the semblance of God, but the actual 
“image” of God that can be seen in Christ.  !
Isn’t this how Satan tends to confuse people.  He lulls them into a false sense of 
confidence about what they know regarding:  

1. themselves 
2. their lives 
3. God 
4. himself !

Once he has confused them, then pounces on them like a lion to its prey and uses 
their ignorance against them.  How many people have willfully walked away from 
Christ under the premise that their sins are just too significant or not significant at 
all?   !
The Bible tells us that our enemy is: 
Evil and Deceptive  
John 8:42-47, The Message 42 “If God were your father,” said Jesus, “you would love 
me, for I came from God and arrived here. I didn’t come on my own. He sent me. 43 



Why can’t you understand one word I say? Here’s why: You can’t handle it. 44 You’re 
from your father, the Devil, and all you want to do is please him. He was a killer from 
the very start. He couldn’t stand the truth because there wasn’t a shred of truth in 
him. When the Liar speaks, he makes it up out of his lying nature and fills the world 
with lies. 45  I arrive on the scene, tell you the plain truth, and you refuse to have a 
thing to do with me. 46  Can any one of you convict me of a single misleading word, 
a single sinful act? But if I’m telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47 Anyone 
on God’s side listens to God’s words. This is why you’re not listening—because you’re 
not on God’s side.” 
 !
Revelation 12:10-12, NIV 2011  10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say:  “Now 
have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the 
authority of his Messiah. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters, who accuses 
them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 11 They triumphed over 
him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love 
their lives so much as to shrink from death. 12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens and 
you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has 
gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.” 
 
Satan has been deceptive from the beginning.  His goal was to destroy Adam and 
Eve and all of God’s “good” creation with them. This is his most defined characteristic 
– He is a liar. All lies have begun with him.  Jesus’ connection in John here is specific.  
The people speaking with Jesus wanted to know why they couldn’t “understand” him.  
Why were they missing his points?  What was wrong with him?  Jesus makes it clear:  
you don’t understand because we aren’t from the same family. You don’t see me as 
LORD because your father doesn’t see me as LORD.   !
The account of Revelation is believed by many to be a synopsis of Satan’s 
banishment from heaven and his subsequent terror on earth. It has become his task 
to ruin the lives of people in every way.  The earth – “the kingdom of the air” – is 
subject to his attack.  And he attacks in many different ways: 

1. Destroying relationships: (Marriages, Parent/Children, Friendships) 
2. Corrupting wisdom (Education, Business practices, falling under every “wind 

of doctrine”) 
3. Dulling the mind, thus leaving the body to do as it pleases. (selfish hedonism; 

tolerance that leads to destruction) 
4. Selling the “news” (the world is a bad place; the world is not so bad after all; 

Don’t be alarmed at world hunger, disease, human trafficking, etc.) !
The Bible tells us that our enemy is: 
Powerful but Limited  



James 4:7-10, NLT 7 So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you. 8 Come close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, 
you sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the 
world. 9 Let there be tears for what you have done. Let there be sorrow and deep 
grief. Let there be sadness instead of laughter, and gloom instead of joy. 10 Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up in honor.  !
Often we fail to remember that while the devil is our enemy and that he does have 
power, he is not all-powerful. Unlike God, he doesn’t possess infinite qualities and 
unending power.  Instead, he – like us – was created.  He is surmountable.  He is only 
as powerful as God permits him.   !
The command of James here is a call out to all believers to get things right and get 
moving on through this world as God’s chosen people.  In both Peter and James’ 
account the preceding verses to each section are taken from Proverbs 3:34 which 
calls people to humble themselves before the LORD.   More importantly, the power 
of Satan is limited because we willingly place ourselves under God’s authority – 
which is what “submission” means here.   !
But James makes a very important point about resisting the Devil – When we do, He 
must flee. He doesn't have any option.  The key here is that we are willing to admit 
that we will serve one of two “kings” in the one of two “kingdoms”, but only one 
“king” is actually really in charge.  So choose wisely.   !
Also, to win against Satan we must learn to apply the discipline of repentance: 
8 James 4:8-10, Come close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, 
you sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the 
world. 9 Let there be tears for what you have done. Let there be sorrow and deep 
grief. Let there be sadness instead of laughter, and gloom instead of joy. 10 Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up in honor.  !

1. Most Christians need to be reminded that Satan is powerless over an 
undivided heart. 

2. Many Christians need to “repent” of their lives because their hearts are dirty 
and they are not really committed to Jesus fully.  !

“But even the committed Christian can slip into a casual attitude toward sin, perhaps 
presuming too much on God’s forgiving and merciful nature. James’s words in this 
passage directly counter any such attitude. He wants us to see sin for what it is—a 



serious breach in our relationship with a loving heavenly father, a breach that, if not 
healed, can lead to both temporal and spiritual disaster.”    1

!!
The Bible reminds us that our enemy: 
Has been defeated  
Colossians 2:15, NLT 13 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful 
nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all 
our sins. 14 He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by 
nailing it to the cross. 15 In this way, he disarmed* the spiritual rulers and authorities. 
He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross.  !
The Bible reminds us that our enemy: 
Will be judged  
Revelation 20:7-10, NIV 20117 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be 
released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners 
of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather them for battle. In number they are 
like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched across the breadth of the earth and 
surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from 
heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into 
the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. 
They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.  
 
Perhaps the most important factor in “knowing our enemy” is that knowing that he 
has been defeated, even before we ever began to fight.  Isn’t that encouraging? Paul 
said that we are more than conquerors because of Christ’s great work on the cross.  
Sometimes in the midst of the fight, we get overwhelmed.  Sometimes we forget 
that we are not simply bound to the fallen world. We are not under the authority of 
the enemy only his attack. !
In dealing with the enemy, we must be ever aware of: 
Our freedom 
Our hope 
Our victory !
This past week, we celebrated the life of a young man who died simply trying to live 
as Christ in the midst of turmoil.  As I listened to his friends and family celebrate his 
life and mourn their loss at the same time, I was reminded that death is not under 
the authority of the enemy – at least not for everyone.  For those who know Christ, 

!  Douglas J. Moo, The Letter of James, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand 1

Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: Eerdmans; Apollos, 2000), 195.



the enemy is just one more obstacle we have to get over as we press on toward life 
after life after death.   !
The only way to defeat the enemy in this present age is to know who he is and who 
he isn’t.  


