
 

Week 1 - Shine Love for God

Text: Matthew 5:13–16, Mark 12:28–34, 1 John 1:5–2:14 
Topic(s): Worship, Love, Growing close to God, Spiritual practices
Big Idea of the Message: Shining our love for God calls us to accept our innate desire 
to have a healthy, fulfilling relationship with God. 
Application Point: If we are to shine our love for God, then we must work to know him 
in every way he will allow which requires commitment and devotion. 

Discussion Questions:

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message?
2. Read Matthew 5–7.  In what ways do you sense that Jesus meant for his 

disciples to be “salt and light”?  How would knowing God–in the sense of a 
highly intimate relationship–allow a person the ability to be salt and light? 

3. In Mark 12:30, Jesus instructs the teacher of the law that the weightiest 
commandment is that a person is to love the Lord from (as the source) all 
his heart, mind, soul, and strength.  How does this allow us to love God 
fully? How would loving God this way lead us to fuller understanding of 
Him?  

4. Read the blog post entitled, “Gratitude leads to Joy.” (follow link) As you 
read,  consider these questions:   how does a spirit of gratitude impact my 
relationship with God? How does being grateful lead to joy in my walk with 
the LORD? What are some ways to cultivate gratitude in my life? 

5. How can we pray for you?

https://gavinortlund.com/2019/08/12/gratitude-leads-to-joy/


 

Week 2 - Shine Love for One Another

Text: Matthew 5:13–16, Mark 12:28–34, Galatians 5:22–26   
Topic(s): Body of Christ, Fruit of the Spirit, Gifts, Generosity, Empathy
Big Idea of the Message: Shining our love for one another means that we have 
learned who we are and how everyone fits into God’s plan.  It means to accept our 
personal responsibility to others— believers or not— to shine God’s love through our 
actions. 
Application Point: It’s exciting to be able to shine God’s love for others— believers and 
non-believers alike. We must be intentional and attentive to the needs of others so that 
we can truly serve them as God would intend. 
 

Discussion Questions:

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message?
2. How does Jesus’ instruction in Mark 12:31 speak to your heart about how 

to treat other people? 
3. Centuries ago, Paul was sent by God to share the message of Jesus to 

people from different cultures.  It would have been difficult coming from his 
background to love people freely and completely. How does Galatians 
5:22-26, help to see how he had learned better to do that? 

4. What are some ways that God is challenging you to love your neighbor as 
yourself today? 

5. How can we pray for you?

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/GAL.5.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/GAL.5.NIV


 

Week 3 - Shine Love for a Broken World

Text: Matthew 5:13–16, Matthew 28:18–20 
Topic(s): Evangelism, Ministry, Global and Local Missions, Witness
Big Idea of the Message: Everyone deserves to know that God loves them and that he 
has used the death and resurrection of Jesus to bring them into a living, thriving 
relationship with God. 
Application Point: People need a savior and the church must shine God’s love for a 
world in need– a broken world in need of mending. 

Discussion Questions:

1. What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message?
2. Matthew 28:18–20 is often referred to as the “great commission” because 

Jesus sends his disciples out with a task. In your own words, how does 
Jesus explain the task to his followers? In what ways, do Jesus words 
speak directly to you? 

3. Read 2 Corinthians 5:11–6:2. How do these verses speak to the 
importance of sharing the good news of Jesus to a broken world? In what 
ways can you see the world’s brokenness today? How do you sense 
Jesus might be speaking to you to Shine Love in the world? 

4. Think about the people in your life who were critical in you seeing God’s 
love shine. This week, consider writing a note of thanks to that person. If 
you aren’t able to pass it along, use the note to praise God for the way he 
has moved in your life.  

5. How can we pray for you?


